DEVELOPMENT
In the early 1960 (Kistner and Smith, 1959) . Clomiphene itself was first investigated by Holtkamp et al (1960) who found that it stopped the oestrous cycle of mature female rats and hence acted as a contraceptive in these animals. It was hoped that this compound would act similarly in the human female. A year later, however, Greenblatt et al (1961) reported that clomiphene induced ovulation in women. This study was (Smith 1966 placebo effect. A number of double blind trials proved that this was not so (Johnson et al 1966 Of these (1) and (2) emerged as the most accurate techniques, the direct effect of the drug altering (3) and (4) considerably.
Despite the high rate of ovulation caused, pregnancy rates are low. A number of hypotheses have been put forward to account for this (Whitelaw et al 1970) .
(1) an increased abortion rate possibly these In an attempt to decrease these factors progestogens are frequently given in the early part of the pregnancies which occur.
Side Effects. The side effects increase with the dosage given. In one study (Pildes 1965) i
